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December-2 V WHuLhes 2. | 
Caldwell, Erskine ALL NIGHT LONG Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
* This stirred me more than anything Erskine Caldwell has written. Here - in 


a bricf and poignant story behind the scenes in Russia!s guerilla warfare, his gift of 
blending realism with tensely emotional values is at its beste Here he is the journal- 
ist using his gifts as a story teller, but not merging them in a bitter social document. 
I read the text early in August, its serialization by Red Book postponed book publica- 
tion to the above date. But never do I hear a radio report of "men, women and children 
fighting for Stalingrad" - nor read the record in the daily press, but what it is made 
more real to me because of this booke The essence of the timeless struggle is epitom- 
ized in the story of Sergei and Natasha, a simple, homely couple, trained in exact ob- 
edience, so that when invasion comes they know and follow their cues, even though it 
means separation and incessant danger. Sergei escapes; Natasha is caught, and Sergei 

is forced to go on to the secret meeting place in the marshes, in the company of Fyodor, 
whose life is pledged to revenge. From the marshes the legless Pavlenko directs the sec- 
ret war:- trains are wrecked, tanks overturned, radio stations fired, sentinels kiiled, 
munitions dumps exploded, bridges destroyed. Men die and others take their place. Nat- 
asha is rescued — and Sergei leaves her on still another and yet more dangerous mission. 
The war must go on....Vigorous, dramatic, a revitalizing of one segment of this war be- 
hind and within a war. For me it carried more conviction than his news reports.$2.50 vy 


TWO DARK HORSES 


October 16 
Heym, Stefan HOSTAS3ES Putnam 


. This is Janoshik's story - and therefore it differs from the run-of-the- 

mill story of underground activities in Central Europe. For Janoshik was simply one of 
the little people who make up the underground - who take orders, and carry them through 
and give humanity and significance to the fight waged against the oppressor, against the 
gangsters in control, against the theories they demonstrate, the brutalities they glory 
ine Janoshik covered his real sterling worth with a front of shabby inadequacies, as 

he carried on his "cover job" as lowest menial in an inn in Prague. He had a job to do 
in the chain which would lead to the destruction of some munition barges bound for the 
Russian front. And ill luck intervened, with the disappearance of a sodden weakling, 
one of the German officers dining above stairs. Janoshik was the last man to see him 
alive - and his garrulous idiocy did not save him from being swept into the net as one P 
of the hostages - fifteen men to die for one German (who perhaps had not cared to live.) 
Tre Commissioner saw in this action a chance for glory; for into the net had fallen an 
industrialist, a miniature Quisling, but a man better out of the way. The others of 
Janoshik*'s small unit included an actor, a youth who had loved the actor's wife, a 
psychiatrist. And the experience, in horrible closeness to death and each other, laid 
bare their souls. There is a love story, too. There is adventure. But chiefly there is 
the underlying philosophy that makes the agony take on meaning. The author is a German 
refugee, a journalist of note. This is a significant book. $2.50 
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October 20 














Cannon, LeGrand Jr. LOOK TO THE MOUNTAIN ‘ Holt 





* Postponed from May to this date, as a selection of the B O M for November. 
We reported it enthusiastically last Spring, as follows:- "I liked this immensely, and 
it seemed distinctly fresh and different from the average pre-revolutionary pioneer New 
England story. Cannon has two other books to his credit, both mid-1S9th century set- 
tings (A Yighty Fortress and The Kents). This, in subject and handling, has the best 
chance of the three for reaching a wide market. It is a full-bodied story of two 

young people, tied down to unhappy circumstances in the town of their births, who find 
courage through their love to break the bonds, and to set out in the face of risky 
weather, privation and doubtful stamina (the girl is pregnant) to found a home in vir- 
tually unchartered wilderness of the newly opened part of New Hampshire. What dis- 
tinguishes this from the average story of pioneering is the sharp delineation of the 
characters; here are no stereotyped two dimensional figures, but flesh and blood per- 
sonalities. "The mountain" of the title is Chocorua, beloved of Whit, feared by Melis- 
sae There's a strange timeliness in the situation in which Whit finds himself as he 
hears vague rumors of battling near Boston - feels it concerns him not an atom — and 
then, when the seemingly impregnable Ticonderoga falls and he learns that the Indians 
have been loosed on the whites, suddenly discovers that it is hts war, and the fight 
for freedom his battle. A good story, well told, and an excellent addition to the 

list of historical fiction which seems to meet a very vital escape need. $2.75 









































Three Books for Predictable Markets 


There's a new and good Kay Boyle, PRIMER FOR COMBAT (Simon & Schuster). There's a sure 
big renter in Frances Parkinson Keyes’ CRESCENT CARNIVAL (Messner). And there's 
Be Naritta Wolff's second novel, NIGHT SHIFT (Random House). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS - Fiction 
October 5 
Overstreet, Carolyn COFFEE CREAM Dutton 


Well handled first novel of the South, with somewhat the appeal and calibre 
of the later Gwen Bristow novels - Competent, convincing. This is the South at the 
turn of the century (a guess - the period is not specified), when the "top cream" of 
the old South had been watered down to "Coffee Cream", and second raters were working 
their way through money, and the worst type of Yankees were infiltrating the region, 
ignoring the hostility of the natives. The situation is dramatized through the stories 
of four people - Virginia Crawford, gentle, tolerant aristocrat; hard drinking, high 
spending Jack Crawford, her husband from up North; Milt Gardner, with a blight on his 
name ostracized in the community; and Alice Kendrick, one of the first divorcees of 
the neighborhood, and suspected because of her beauty and her candor. A good psychol- 
ogical novel, intelligent and sympathetic in handling, and romantic enough to appeal 
to the discriminating woman reader. $2.50 





October 6 
Ruck, Bertha FOOTLIGHT FEVER Dodd, Mead 


Star Robinson, who thought she loved Loop Evans, finds satisfactory solace 
: e in Colin, who picks her up on the rebound, and gets her started on a much desired 
stage career. Rocky roads before an air blitz and a Nazi spy brings things to a head. 
Straight rental drip. $2.00 
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October 9 








Allen, Sally Elliott NOT HERS ALONE Liveright 









Unassuming - but not plodding = novel of middle aged romance and youthful 
development, as quiet, percipient Lute, expert carpenter, with no formal education but 
decp knowledge, manages to raise his daughter Dorothy according to his precepts 

rather than his wife's, and through her friendship with the Andersons, falls in love 
with Dagmar, wife of a professor. Their love is mutual, but they keep it to themselves. 
Young Dorothy, after her mother's death, decides to go on to college, where her uncon- 
ventional, inquiring mind piques ladykiller instructor Reed. Dorothy makes up her mind 
to go to Mexico with him. Her father can do nothing to stop her - but Dorothy, though 
outwardly playing the game, finds Reed to be weak and false to her standards, and ac- 
tually never lives with him, and eventually leaves him and hitchhikes home. Dagmar's 
son, Dan, seeks and finds her, and their childhood friendship ends in marriage. And 
their parents, drawn closer over Dorothy's escapade, find their way to a solid adjust- 
ment of their own lives. A competent understanding of two generation problems in terms 
of rebellion against mass conformation and insistence on individual growth and honest 




































knowledge. But no hazards for conservatives. Setting - the Northwest. $2.50 
Octeter_14 |)/2 
Wiener, Willard MORNING IN AMERICA Farrar & Rinehart 


Thinly veiled as fiction, this stands closer to biography, in a rough, real- 
istic portrait of one of the earliest American Fascists, the American Revolution's 
General Lee, as told by his manservant, Israel Eusopus. The plot is slight, as it 
follows the factual pattern. Lee is taken prisoner by British General Howe, in New 

e York City; the long months in jail rankled and his exchange was slow in going through. 
In the interim he betrays his country by passing on information to Howe; finally is 
released, goes to Valley Forge, opposes Washington's decision to attack = and is court 
martialed. Another panel in the close ups of our early history. $2.50 


De Jong, David Cornel BENEFIT STREET ws Harper 


This is a disappointment after Days of the Trumpet and Old Haven. The only 
dink Benefit Street shows with the earlier books is that in all three the best charac- 
ter drawing is that of an old woman. In Fenefit Street Penny McGuire, the landlady of 
a somewhat questionable rooming house in Providence, is the only person who redeems the 
cast of characters from deserving the fate some of them suffered in extinction in the 
famous New England hurricane of September '38. Penny 1s a body - I liked her. But 
deliver me from the homos and perverts and gamblers and pretty ladies and drunks and 
cheats - I don’t like them. Perhaps De Jong had to get this out of his system, but it 


suits him illy, and adds nothing to his stature. $2.50 // 
Oertorer20 flo Tryiwu 

Boyle, Kay PRIMER FOR COMBAT Simon & Schuster 

ay A skilled and telling picture of France after the defeat, from the return 


of the soldiers who never got their chance to fight, to the slow imposition of Fascism 
and the concomitant humiliations and deprivations, the ever-present sense of fear and 
resentment, shame and failure. All this is reflected in the diary of Phyl, an American 
living in the mountain village of Pontcharra. Her love for an Austrian skier who joined 
the Foreign Legion to escape a concentration camp, but whose love for freedom seems to 

@ be lip service instead of actuality. Phyl finds him out and breaks with him. Much less 
brittle than her earlier books, it seems genuinely experienced, tensed and moving por- 
trait of France today, drawn by an accomplished stylist. But it is not going to be an 
easy book to sell. Her market is sharply defined and rather limited. $2.60 
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October 27 


Proctor, Ellen TURNING LEAVES Dodd, Mead 


This is the Dodd, Mead prize novel — but it seems scarcely of prize novel 
stature, to me. It is a good family story, with a somewhat new motive - the modern re- 
currence of the generation by generation conflict between two sisters, Julia and 
Gabrielle Livingston. But in the handling of the plot and characters, one senses an 
immaturity of emotional realization. The book seems very young. There is a nice feel 
of place, in the picture of the family homestead, held to traditional standards through 
five generations of Livingstons. But today's representatives are strapped for money; 
Julia, the eldest daughter, is ambitious, ruthless, hard; Gabrielle, musically gifted, 
thinks she is willing to put everything aside for her music until she finds she loves 
the man who loves her sister; the other brothers and sisters are somewhat shadowy fig- 


ures, backgrounds for the struggle for career and love and fulfillment between the 


sisters. $2.50 


Standish, Robert THE THREE BAMBOOS Macmillan 


In the story of a Japanese family (which might be based on the Mitsui or the 
Mitsubishi) is given the background picture of the psychological forces driving the 
Japanese towards today’s crisis. Stemming back to 1853, when the Samurai progenitor 
under the Tokugawa founded a family which grew to vast ambitions and financial power, 
the story concentrates on the ramifications by which the wealth and power grew and 
spread, and the aim of a Nippon all victorious was the central dream. There was con- 
flict as Occidental ways perverted the Samurai and Fureno codes to one end. Tenjo, 
eldest son, was ruthless, whether officials, nobles, military, or even his own son's 
American wife, stood in his way. He bends when necessary - goes with the crowd when 
his interests so dictate; he forces his ways on his son, Tomo; another Tenjo woos Germany, 
hates the British, subscribes to the creed of Bushido, and helps generate the fuse that 
brings the great gamble to a head on December 7th, 1942, The Three Bamboos are the 
emblem of the Fureno family, symbols of yield to any wind that blows. The author lived 
in Japan for years and has his facts at first hand. To those who find non-fiction 
analyzing the Japanese mind difficult reading, this may prove equally sound and easier 
reading. But fiction - with a Japanese setting - is notoriously difficult to sell. 
Stress its value as an authentic picture of the enemy mind. $2.75 


October 31 
Keyes, Frances Parkinson CRESCENT CARNIVAL Messner 


A glowing, pulsing romance of three generations in the city of New Orleans, 
with the recurrent pattern of the Carnival of Mardi Gras week as background. Estelle 
Lenoir, Queen of one of the new Carnival Krewes in the period when intensely family 
conscious Creoles held heads high and spurned the ranks of mere Americans; and her 
granddaughter and namesake, Stella, the men they loved and did not marry, and Stella's 
ugly duckling cousin, Patty Forestal, who dared to take the man she loved, these are 
the chief heroines, with Marie Celeste, Stella's mother, as a somewhat shadowy figure 
of tragedy. Mrs. Keyes spins her story skillfully; in this she pulls all the stops for 
full bodied romance, and she conveys a glamorous sense of the life of the city, that 
most colorful of all our cities. Hers is an intensely social uppercrust picture, the 
French Quarter, the Garden District, the hush-hush of relations of New Orleans yaun¢g 
blades and their octoroon mistresses, the problems of tainted blood, plantation life. 
She's done a searching loving bit of research + and told a good tale. $2.75 


| November 6 
Nielsen, Virginia CADET WIDOW Doubleday, Doran 


Light ingratiating manner for the story of Bonnie Lee, whose first pilot- 
fiance crashed, leaving her to wonder whether it was perhaps her fault. Then comes 
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a period when she is emotionally torn between Cress and Phil, both in love with her, 
but Phil already married. Circumstances finally straighten her out. There's a junior 
plot by way of the kid brother and his girl. Palatable rental fare. $2.00 


2 


ys 
November 2z0 


Borden, Lucille Papin THE SHINING TREE Macmillan 
A Christmas Story 


An early holiday entry for the conservative reader, in the form of an old 
line tear jerker, a story of the first arrivals from Luzon, among them a little six 
year old girl, shocked out of memory and sight. She is picked up in the Penn Station, 
New York, by Tommy « newspaper boy, and taken by him to his boarding house, where she 
wins the hearts of all. They determine to keep her to themselves until after Christ- 
mas, and plan to center their plans on her happiness at that time. Meantime, her self- 
ish old grandfather has learned through his housekeeper of her existence, of the death 
of his daughter and unwanted son-in-law in the Japanese attack, and of the mystery sur- 
rounding the child's trip back and her disappearance. At the close, all are brought 
together as the grandfather plays Santa Claus de luxe to the child’s new friends. 
Underlined, as it would be, with seasonal and religious connotations. $2.50 


November 16 
Wolff, Maritta NIGHT SHIFT Random House 


* The realism, the violence, the compassion and the power that went into 
Whistle Stop are fully substantiated in this second book, which, too, has much that is 
extraordinary; a sense of underlying pattern, mounting tension. This is the story 
of the Braun girls and their neighbors in a midwest factory town rooming house. There 
is Sally, working in a restaurant and avoiding a play by her wop boss, while her hus- 
band is institutionalized for a mental treakdown. There is Virginia, the kid sister, 
who is jilted by the boy she liked. There is Johnny O'Connor, who worships his sulky 
doll of a wife, and who loses her when he loses the use of his hands and his job, and 
can no longer give her what she wants. Dominating the book is Petey, the eldest Braun 
girl, tough, flashy, transient Petey, who has the warmest heart of all, and who falls 
for a big brute of a man. Rape-murder-insanity-impotence - attempted suicide, a sordid 
succession; but Maritta Wolff seems able to handle it. Harrowing, often moving, and 


with a more sympathetic set of characters than in Whistle Stop. $2.75 
Nevember 2? 7” 
Goodman, Jack - Ed, DOG STORIES Simon & Schuster 


All we've seen is a very good looking dummy and a Table of Contents. So all 
we can vouch for is a fine piece of bookmaking, and - in contents - a seemingly per- 
fect balance of the sentimental tug of the classic dog story, humor, pathos, adventure, 
stories and essays and extracts from books. The names speak for themselves, from the 
incomparable Bar Sinister by Richard Harding Davis, to a modern dog story by Vereen 
Bell. One can think of omissions (where is Dumbbell of Brookfield, where are Beautiful 
Joe and Greyfriar's Bobby?). But after all, that is mere quibbling with an excellent 
collection. And there's a delightfully different introduction by James Thurber. $3.00 


One Late Arrival 
Speare, M. Edmund — £d, WORLD'S GREAT SHORT STORIES World Publishing Co. 


This looks like a good collection of 19th and 20th century favorites, with 
varied tastes and moods taken into account. Any limited selection is of necessity ar- 
bitrary, but few can quarrel with a good one which includes such names as Gorky, De 
Maupassant, Balzac, Daudet, Dickens, Stevenson, Poe, Bret Harte, Mark Twain, Hemingway, 
Saki, Dorothy Parker, Wodehouse, Pirandello, Stefan Zweig, Benet, etc. ..2. This is an 
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addition to the Tower Books, and introduces 2 new series of Fiction, following the 
popular success of Tower non-fiction. Good merchandise at popular price. $.49 


Rlood and Thunder - Mysteries, Westerns and Thrillers 
Late September 
Talbot, Hake THE HANGMAN'S HANDYMAN Simon & Schuster 


Curdling combine of natural and supernatural as aman is killed by a curse 
in an isolated horror house. Few friends, enemies, and relatives theorize wildly over 
the sudden death, the too rapid rotting of the corpse, an illegal drug business and a 
possible confusion of identity. Specialty - which just may stiffen your spine.$2.00 


October 1 
Cunningham, A. B. THE BANCOCK MURDER CASE Dutton 


Jesse Roden, the Kentucky sheriff who sleuths successfully through his un- 
canny knowledge of human nature, in another sound problem in murder, with substantial 
Suspects and logical motives. The murder of an about-to-be-married nurse in a coal 
mining community concerns her fiance, a jilted suitor, a prospective stepmother, a 
former husband, a morphine addict and a husband whose wife was the victim of medical 
malpractice. Roden implacably follows down all angles and is not fooled by recently 
acquired Delilah. Good. } $2.00 


October 5 
Coxe, George Harmon THE CHARRED WITNESS Knopf 
Originally reported on May 15th under title, The Dead Can't Hide, as fol- 
lows:— Kent Murdock and his camera, once again sherlocking, landing this time straight 


into melodrama with a Nazi agent «nd with murders to be solved. In spite of local pol- 
ice distrust and evasive suspects, Murdock comes through and turns in the killer. 


Smoothie. $2.00 
October 7 

McCloy, Helen CUE FOR MURDER Morrow 

* Psychologist Dr. Basil Willing is confronted by murder on an opening night 


in a New York City theatre. The revival of Fedora, starring popular but hypocritical 
Wanda Morley, ends with the discovery of a real and unknown corpse. Willing uses all 
pulls to unearth the facts; he discovers the identity of the man, his relation to 
Wanda and to other members of the cast. There's a second murder and Willing inter- 
prets each suspect's part - and finally apprehends the killer in a blackout. Eminent- 


ly fair, smooth and sleek job of grey matter exercise. $2.00 
October 9 
Lee, Gypsy Rose MOTHER FINDS A BODY Simon & Schuster 


We were so far out on a limb with her first opus that we are a bit scary 
about committing ourselves on this. So here goes for straight reporting - minus com- 
mente Gypsy, trouping through Texas in a trailer with Biff, her husband of a week, 
her mother and a string of burlesque beauts has a triple murder on her hands. Mother, 
whose methods are all her own, buries one body, fires the trailer, confesses to murder 























‘and ends up the unwitting victim of dope and a dope ring. Gypsy and Biff help and 
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hinder local Sheriff in finding out what's what. All the titillating tidbits of the 
trade, and the horsy hilarity of her first succes fou. The publishers expect to dup- 
licate that. $2.00 


October 10 
Taylor, Phoebe Atwood THREE PLOTS FOR ASEY MAYO Norton 


Three long short stories, one of which (The Swan Boat Plot) is running in 
American Magazine. The first involves a dead Colonel and a Trojan Horse; the second 
concerns a lost car, trailer and uncle and the murder of a movie magnate; the third 
takes Asey Mayo to Boston's Public Garden where a photographer is shot. His usual de- 
bonair dead-eye deductions in three valid problems. There's virtually none of the 


salt sea savor and down east dialect stuff in these. $2.00 
October Jf Vo 

Carr, John Dickson THE EMPEROR'S SNUFF BOX Harper 

* A master hand turns out another superior problem, as Dr. Dermot Kinross, 


English psychologist goes to the aid of 2 country woman who is about to be arrested 

in France for the murder of her father-in-law-to-—be. Informed on by her maid, she 
finally tells the truth of the events of the evening in question. It is a situation 
complicated by the return of an insistent ex-husband, by an accident, ty a combination 
of circumstantial evidence. But Kinross eventually proves her to be the victim of a 
plot rather than the instigator. Good —- and fair. Rabbit out of the hat document. 


$2.00 


November 11 


Ermine, Will MY GUN IS MY LAW Morrow 


Good average Western, with more or less patterned storyasatwo family feud 
causes death and distrust and bitter warring between two ranches. The son of one and 
the daughter of the other fall in love, but the deaths of their fathers form a barrier, 
which is not overcome until the double-dealing of the foreman on the Gordon ranch is 
revealed as being back of all the troubles. | $2.00 


November 16 
Queen, Ellery - Ed. SPORTING BLOOD Little, Brown 


Anthology of detective stories involving a variety of sports-rod, gun, 
ring, as well as such indoor games, hobbies, etc. A judicious, diverse collection, . 
old and new, known and less known contributors. My query is whether when you limit 
selection by one common denominator, you get as high a standing as you would without 
the stricture. As an anthology of detective stories, I’ve read better ones. But there 
are men not otherwise addicts who will like this because of the sport angle. It in- 
cludes Sherlock Holmes, and Charteris’ Saint, and Bentley's Philip Trent, and Christie's 
Poirot, and Sayers’ Lord Peter Wimsey. Among the authors - Chesterton, Queen, Dashiell 
Hammett, Rufus King, etc. May rate a double market, with emphasis on detective story 
fans. $2.50 
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November 20 












Burton, Miles DEATH AT ASH HOUSE Doubleday, Doran 





The murder of a philatelist's secretary and a repeat performance when the 
body of an unknown woman is found stirs up a small English village and brings down 

Arnold of the Yard. Correct, clue by clue procedure, for an equitable English story 
which is no ball of fire, but which sustains a certain mental momentun. $2.00 































Fenisong, Ruth MURDER NEEDS A FACE Doubleday, Doran 


Murder in a housing development (perhaps Knickerbocker Village?) which 
implicates a retired puppeteer, his daughter carrying on his tradition, an ex-vaude- 
ville team, a nightclub singer and her blind father, a carpenter and his hated wife. 
An unrecognized corpse creates consternation —- and all are suspect as Detective Ser- 
geant Nelson meets total obscurity in his investigation. Another killing takes place 
and some clues lead back, Sammy (of Yurder Needs a Name) lends a helping hand, and 
Nelson unearths the past and gets his criminal. Better than average for decorative 
writing, and not too mechanical characters, though the plot seems over complex.$2.00 


YON = F 1 CV Ba 


YUST BOOKS 
october 7 
= Maurois, Andre I REMEMBER, I REMEMBER , Harper 
. One can scarcely envisage a fuller, richer life than that of Andre Maurois, 


born Emile Herzog, son of an Alsatian woolen manufacturer of considerable wealth, and 
destined for international fame. A boyhood in which he was showered with scholastic 
honors and gained a sure basis in the world of philosophical thought. A youth in | 
sharp contrast to American youth, protected at some points, thrust out to know "the 
world" at others, taking for granted those aspects of young manhood which are skeletons 
in family cupboards over here. Light and shadow, drama and periods of passivity, 
balance achieved through intellectual pursuits, philosophy, the function of an observer, 
a savorer of emotional tidbits; then a brief career as soldier - as industrialist - as 
part of the military machine once more. With Artel fame touched him; his literary 
career has been a full one, embracing Europe and America; he knew England as a second 
homeland, and has grown to love America, where he came when France collapsed. A warm 





pattern of a multi-textured life, and delightful reading. $3.00 
October 21 
Churchill, Winston S. THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE Little, Brown 


Previous records show that Churchill's books creep slowly on to best seller 
lists, and stay there a long time. This one forms virtually a step by step history of 
the war, starting with the death of Chamberlain, and carrying through December, 1941 - 
a period in which the fall of Greece and Crete, the invasion of Russia, the successes 
in Syria and Iran, the sinking of the Hood (and the retaliation in the sinking of the 

e Bismarck), the rising tide of the Free French, the pendulum swing of the Libyan cam- 
paign, the spur of Lease~Lend, the horror of the hostage system, the swift onslaught 
of the Japanese from December 7th on;- all this ang more through his speeches, not - 
only to Parliament, but over the air, on special occasions both sides of the water. 
And always that perfect balance between challenge, realism, drama. $3.50 














September 15, 1942 Non-fiction ~461- 



































TV¥O DARK HORSES - And So Different 


@ October 22 
Brown, Cecil SUEZ TO SINGAPORE Random House 
* As memorable as Berlin Diary - and the best journalist's story since that, 


which is high praise in view of the calibre of the competitors. In some ways more ex- 
citing reading, with its spirit of adventure; more challenging, with its realism and 
earlessness (it is easy to see why he proved persona non grata to British brass hats); 
and —- on the whole — better written. His was a perpetual Jeremiah role; he sought out 
the facts and battled for the truth - in time. This is his story in detail - again 
proving the old adage, that truth is stranger than fiction. From the struggle of the 
British in the Near East early in 1941, through the doom of the British in the Pacific:- 
he saw brave men at their best, and tells their stories superbly; he was on the Repulse 
when she sank; he told Lieutenant Chapple's undersea thriller to the world; his story 
of Captain Wheless’ great air battle is a hair raiser. He does not hesitate to name 
names and air facts; he wants to show the reasons behind the events. Essentially a 
hard-boiled realist, he reveals a softer, human, almost sentimental side. Grand read- 
ing - and with the promised big all-out backing of promotion and advertising, it should 


go places. $3.40 

November odf 3.70 
Rich, Louise Dickinson WE TOOK TO THE WOODS Lippincott 
. This was reported originally for June publication (Page 194); then post- 


poned when selected as BOM for December. It"s a grand tale. More relaxed, more 

humorous, here is material somewhat paralleling Wilderness Wife in the story of the 

hard way of life in the Maine woods, which - in contrast to the former book - presents 

e a tried and true continuous way of living rather than a temporary adventure. Full of 

incident, interest, reporting that is contagious and spirited. Between two of the 
Rangeley Lakes, on the Northwest border of the state of Maine, the author with her 
husband, her step-daughter and son live the year round. Their means of livelihood is 
chiefly guiding, transporting people from lake to lake, cooking, boarding visitors and 
so one The nearest A & P is forty miles away; neighbors scarcely nearer. A full 
bodied yarn of married life, of children, of summer visitors, of hunting, game and 
fire wardens, of lumbermen and logging, of food and supplies, ice cutting, mail order 
buying, fishing, dogs, boats, cars, wild life, local excitements. There's the learning 
how to live in the wilderness; there's the significance of radio, newspapers, books and 
music; there's the visit of her husband's first wife and what it brought in its train; 
there are trips outside - and the contrast in ways of life. Illustrated. A rewarding 
experience -— this book. : $2.75 ~ 


Grab Bag of Good Bets - on Sundry Counts 


Two books that stem from previous publications, but that have definite news value, be- 
yond that of reissues:-. STOR OVER THE LAND, which Carl Sandburg has drawn from his 
four volume WAR YEARS (Harcourt); Thomas Mann's essays and speeches, ORDER OF THE DAY 
(Knopf). For nostalgic charm, CARRY ME BACK by Rebecca Yancey Williams (Dutton); for 
timely personal value, Dorothy Baruch's YOU, YOUR CHILDREN AND WAR (Appleton); for 
thoughtful consideration as a blueprint of strategy, THE GREAT OFFENSIVE by Max Werner 
(Viking); and for sheer entertainment value, THE MAD FORTIES by Grace Adams and Edward 
Hutter (Harper). See below for reports. 


PROBLEYATICAL BOOKS - Non-Fiction 





\ t- Aa. a 
P September 29 (OCT 4/0 o 
4 | Hall, James Norman | UNDER A THATCHED ROOF Houghton, Mifflin 





An urbane and scholarly sheaf of essays, revealing a side of the Nordhoff 
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Hell team that is a surprise. Poetic, rambling, with touches of humor and a fey qual- 
ity - a far cry from straight story telling. There's an unsuspected nostalgic quality; 
there are personal and human bits, which make one feel intimate with the writer's 
foibles; there are remfniscences of chance meetings, of the last war, of the tropics; 
there are character sketches, and parable. And throughout, there's constant sense of 


literary undertones, overtones and allusions. For the Logan Pears:1l Smith audience. 
$2.50 


October 1 
Bornstein, Joseph & Milton, Paul ACTION AGAINST THE ENEMY'S MIND  Bobbs-Merrill 


Required reading for men, particularly, who want a straightforward factual 
textbooky account of Hitler's propaganda, how it works, how it is planned, what he 
hopes it will accomplish - and what we should do about it. There is no attempt to 
lighten the record by human interest or anecdotal material, but the facts are marshall- 
ed and the arguments put forward succinctly. An introductory section presents three 
documents:- National Socialism'’s 25 Points, The Atlantic Charter, The Declaration of 
Independence. The authors then proceed to analyze the methods by which Europe was 
paralyzed, and the aims for similar results here, through emphasis on anti-Semitism and 
German-Americanism. The work of the fifth column is discussed in some detail. . Part 
II discusses the weak spots in the USA, distorted isolationism (as distinguished from 
honest isolationism); fear of Communism, anti-Semitism, race and minority problems, 
labor problems, doubt of our allies. Constructive suggestions for combatting these 
forces and a plea for constructive action close the argument. Excellent material; 


uninspired presentation. $2.00 
October 2 
Werner, Max THE GREAT OFFENSIVE Viking 
The Strategy of Coalition Warfare 
. The first refutation of Mssrs. de Seversky and Ziff, in a closely analyzed 


survey of the war, present and future. Judicious appraisal of fighting power and losses 
considered in terms of time, space, manpower, equipment, and ultimate objectives. The 
answer, to Werner, lies in what he terms “coalition warfare”. Alone, no one of the Un- 
ited Nations can match the German Wehrmacht. Together, we have superiority in produc- 
tion, manpower, territorial position. An air blitz will not knock Germany out. Des- 
pite shipping and landing operation costs, a land front will. Joint attack is the best 
defense. It reads convincingly, from his discussion of German and Russian strategy 
during the first two years, Hitler's change of plan in regard to Russia, Russia's 
previously underestimated staying power; then weighing of British and American fronts, 


overoptimism, and gradually realistic approach. Persuasive. Challenging. $3.00 
October 6 
Crump, Irving OUR UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE Dodd, Mead 


Most people, I should imagine, confuse the functions of the Secret Service 
with those of the FBI. This book will clear that up. The Secret Service is part of 
the Treasury Department, and in addition to responsibility for protection of the 
President and his family, is charged with constant surveillance of the currency, run- 
ning down counterfeiters, and so on, Factual material enlivened with good adventure 
and true fact. Reviewed also for older boys. $2.00 
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October a~ 2] 


Morris, Walter AMERICA INSEARCH OF A WAY Macmillan 


Quite honestly, we cannot share the publisher"’s enthusiasm over these 
journals of young "America in search of a way", though we accept the ability of the 
author to share his own heart-searchings and experiences, but fail to find him an 
"interesting personality". Who does not know some youth who thinks the world has 
conspired against him, who has tried various roads and found none to his liking, and 
whose general mood is negative? Such a one is Walter Morris. His journals, kept 
spasmodically from 1920 on, record his 13th, 15th and 17th years:- here and there 
typical boy entries, profound thoughts on the Universe; in 1927 mild love affairs, 
philosophizing about women, reading and writing extensively; from 1928 - through 1934, 
his academic career at Ann Arbor, where he won a Hopwood Award, and mused - from lofty 
heights - on the rest of the world. Gropings towards a trade - a political and social 
belief - finally the army - and still negation. Journals at best are not easy reading. 
These show a gift of expression, but the personality of the writer is not an appealing 
one, and gets between the reader and his interest in his thoughts as boy and man, his 


ponderings, bewilderment and problems. $3.00 
October 7 
Scott, John DUEL FOR EUROPE: Stalin vs Hitler Houghton, Mifflin 


This book makes fascinating reading - if you can take it. But it is weight- 
ed down with facts and figures, so presupposes interest enough in that strange anomaly, 
the US S R, to insure concentration to sort out the maze of diplomatic intrigue, 
treaties and agreements. There is an invaluable Appendix containing actual transla- 
tions of these "scraps of paper" dealt with in the text. The general tenor is rather 
out of sympathy with the Soviet regime; even more so with the Nazis and with the blun- 
dering inefficiences of the democracies. But ~— in spite of his approach to Russia, the 
author of Behind the Urals, gives his readers a vast amount of information which tends 
to heighten one's respect for Russia, with her handling of problems racial, geographic, 
psychological; with her preparedness; with her diplomacy, Rewarding reading. $3.00 


ar “a 
Octeter 8 Nia 
Obler, Arch PLAYS FOR AMERICANS: 13 New Radio Plays Farrar & Rinehart 


America’s foremost radio scenarist contributes 13 new plays written for and 
dedicated to the war effort, their purpose to strengthen democracy and stimulate morale, 
Since Obler has given up presentation royalties and rights, they should be of special 
interest to schools, local projects, little theatre groups, etc. Each play is accom- 
panied by production notes. Plays range from fantasy to realism, all propaganda, but 
able and effective. Useful for students of the mediun. $2.50 


Sweezy, Paul M. THE THEORY OF CAPITALISTIC DEVELOPMENT |) °” Oxford 
Reasonably comprehensive analytical study of Marzian Political Economy, 
liberally fortified with quotations chiefly from Marx, but also from Hilferding and 
others. I confess to have found it pretty heavy going, pedagogical and didactic in 
presentation, though compassing the moot questions which present day developments have 
raised in regard to Marx's prestience and constructive value. For example, he dis- 
cusses- in relation to Marxianism such controversial points as chronic depressions, 
development of monopoly capitalism, Fascism and other forms of totalitarianism. He 
sees the post-war solution in a Socialistic society freed of capitalistic influence, 
holding the reality of political power, without revolution, and liberal reform achieved 


through a mass party. Limited. $3.00 
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October 12 
Williams, Rebecca Yancey CARRY ME BACK Dutton 
* Further chronicles of the family of "the vanishing Virginian" as his daugh- 


ter recalls her own life in Lynchburg, the country summers in 1913-1914 (edited from 
her 15-year old diary). Father figures prominently; then there are Mother and the 

other six children, but the outstanding newcomers are Lucille, a young relative who 
annexes every male on sight and gives Rebecca her first knowledge of romance, and young 
Carter Blandford, her first beau, who appears to be faithless. Rebecca is a non-con- 
formist when it comes to ladylike rules of conduct; she rebels at wearing hand-—me-—downs; 
she tries to keep Lucille from knowing what barbarians her family must seem, and she 
breaks her heart over Lucille's pecadillos and her elopement, with the wrong man! 
There's humor and sentiment without sentimentality; there's just a touch of the Clar- 
ence Day recapturing of place and period; there’s good characterization and omnipresent 
misadventures and adventures of a big family. Pleasant, with ample entertainment value, 


and - with the record of success of its predecessor, assurance of space and attention. 
$3.00 


Calamandrei, Piero A EULOGY OF JUDGES Princeton Press 


A noted Italian professor of law writes his conception of the proper respec- 
tive functions of judge and advocate, and the nature of the judicial process, specific- 
ally for the guidance of his son who is about to enter law school. Although concerned 
with civil law, his conclusions and advice are the old homilies familiar to every law 
student and lawyer the world around. The book seems to me neither learned, profound, 
nor original enough to satisfy most scholars, nor well enough written (or perhaps trans- 
lated) to interest any considerable group of lay readers, nor sufficiently practical to 


interest the average American lawyer. (So speaks a lawyer reader. ) $2.00 
October 13 
Webb, Sidney & Beatrice THE TRUTH ABOUT SOVIET RUSSIA Longmans, Green 


Introduction by G. B. Shaw 


This should be a very useful book. I know it clarified my rather spotty 
knowledge of the present set-up of Soviet Russia and the changes brought about by the 
Constitution of 1936. There is a delightful introductory biographical note giving a 
picture not only of the Webbs, but of England moving into the ortit of Communism. This 
is perhaps one quarter the length of the whole text; half of the text deals with the 
Webbs’ analysis of such queries about Soviet Russia as these:- Is Stalin a dictator? 

Is the USSR a Political Democracy? What are the problems of racial equality, of the one 
party system, offree discussion, of control of production, distribution and exchange? 
What about the development of the educational plans? What is the origin, organization 
and development of the Communist Party? And finally, the diseases of the system — and 
the cures. A wholly sympathetic approach, but, assuming that fact, objective and fair. 
The Webbs challenge the survival, against Stalin's opinion, of the Commintern, now 
outgrown and discarded, while in its place is growing a spirit of cooperation for a new 
world order. The final quarter of the book contains an excellent translation of the 


Constitution of 1936. $1.50 
October 14 

Adams, Grace & Hutter, Edward THE MAD FORTIES Harper 

* A thoroughly enlivening, entertaining record of a very susceptible decade, 


the 1840's, when crackpots and charlatans, cultists and converts, imposed eccentric 
and often dangerous notions on an eager people.. Water healers and dieticians, phren- 
Ologists and magnetizers, spiritists and Utopians, practitioners of the amative arts, 
transcendentalists, intellectuals and quacks all succumbing alike to fads and fancies. 
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famous Fowler brothers who excelled in interpreting cranial protuberances; the equally 
famous Fox sisters whose rapping seances fascinated many; Mary Gove, the English lec- 
turer who publicized all these above "sciences", and some of the famous men who fell 

for their wiles - Poe and Brisbane, Alcott and Emerson. An amazing era, and a disgrace- 


ful one, brought back with wit and zest. Very good reading. $2.50 
October 14~ 2.2 
Huxley, Aldous THE ART OF SEEING Harper 


Many people have heard of Huxley's recovery of vision. This is the story of 
his visual re-education, the therapeutic treatment by which he progressed from semi- 
blindness to good vision without glasses. There is nothing personal in this account; 
it is scientific exposition of Dr. Bates" technique, and an expansion of his theory 
that eyes, like other parts of the body, can become normal again, if subjected to cer- 
tain drills, exercises, types of relaxation, increased mobility. Huxley shows how his 
treatment is particularly effective in dealing with myopia, astigmatism, long sight, 
etc. Impersonal, simple, scientific presentation of a new development, which is still 


frowned upon by the fellow specialists. $2.50 
Partridge, Eric USAGE AND ABUSAGE: A Guide to Good English v Harper 
* Of course, I might as well acknowledge that I am a pushover for books deal- 


ing with words, as such. I love dictionaries and books of quotations, and Fowler is 
my daily companion. Now comes this, which may well give Fowler a close race. Eric 
Partridge, though handling his material from the English viewpoint, concedes an Ameri- 
can viewpoint, and has a co-editor, Professor W. Cabell Greet, who annotates and com-— 
ments on American usage. The arrangement is alphabetical, whether the individual item 
is a brief definition of usage (or a dogmatic denial of its place), or whether it is a 
subject that demands expansion, such as cliches, elegancies, euphemisms, fused parti- 
ciples, idioms, jargon, slang, word order, precis writing, puns, similes, group names, 
use of the subjunctive, tautology (to name some among many). He quotes opinions freely 
from other authorities, Fowler, Weseen, OED, and so on. It should prove an ae 
tool to all who care. 700 


J 3gee 
Schumpeter, Joseph A. CAPITALISM, SOCIALISM, AND DEMOCRACY LWA, Jy Harper 


Perhaps the test way to sum up the effect this book had on me is to say:- 
(1) if I were recommending only one took to sum up the place of Socialism in the ‘world 
of today and tomorrow, this is the book I should choose; (2) that - when and if time 
permits ~ this is the book I shall go tack to for further study, as it has historical 
value, and a sane, balanced approach to the case of Capitalism vs Socialism. He feels 
that Socialism is, through Capitalism's own activities, tound tc come, in some form, 
but proves that Democracy and Socialism are not mutually exclusive. Solid but re- 
warding reading. $3.75 


Smallzried, Kathleen Ann & MORE THAN YOU PROMISE Harper 
Roberts, Dorothy James 


A dull, uninspired matter-of-fact account of the Studebaker industry. Not a 
book for general reading, but might find a specialized market among business men, though 
for that market, too, the subject deserved more vital handling. It is the story of a 
family, and particularly of five brothers bent on making a go of business. Two of them 
start a wagon business in South Bend, at an early age; the others became part of the 
picture later, as the company developed from wagons, to carriages and buggies, and then 
to "horseless carriages". Today the plants are building planes. The tight-knit organiza- 
tion brought them through panics and depressions; a policy of square dealing with labor 
and with their customers gave them the reputation of delivering "more than they prom- 
ised". But with the passing of family ownership, and radical innovations, disaster came 


in 1930; and reorganization was necessary. A substantial stolid piece of reporting. 
Til'd. $3.50 Y 
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October 14 


Vv 





Verneuil, Louis THE FABULOUS LIFE OF SARAH BERNHARDT Harper 





Verneuil was Sarah Bernhardt's last playwright, and her grandson by marriage, 
and she told him her story, during the last years of her life. The public life of this 
greatest name in theatre is well established; her personal life until now has been con- 
jecture. This will provide future biographers with definitive basic material, although 
of itself, it is not destined to be the definitive biography. Sarah's childhood and 
girlhood were not happy - she was an illegitimate child of a famous courtesan, unwanted, 
unloved. In childhood she became a student of acting at the Conservatoire; her debut 
was unnoteworthy, her press unfavorable, her temperament was difficult and against her, 
for almost ten years of her career. Then at 25 she had her first success, and from that 
time on her star was in the ascendant, and she maintained her reputation as the outstand- 
ing genius of the stage until her first retirement at 70. Lovers (among them the Prince 
de Ligne, whom she loved best and gave up) - one child, Maurice, by another man; an 
unhappy marriage to a handsome Greek; a lifetime of hard work (she went back to the 

stage at 76, even though she had lost one leg). Ardent, impulsive, extravagant, with . 


a compelling charm, she was a fascinating, "fabulous" figure. $3.50 
October 16 

Baruch, Dorothy YOU, YOUR CHILDREN AND WAR Appleton—Century 

. This is reported also in the section of books for parents and teachers, but 


deserves further mention here, as it seems to us to be of paramount importance at this 
time. Dr. Baruch is known throughout the educational world, and to the general public 
for not only her juvenile books, but for such contributions to parent education as 
Personal Problems of Everyday Living. Her viewpoint is sound, balanced, sympathetic, 

and she strikes a wise and realistic middle of the road position, not only in analyzing 
the parent and child relationship, but in her plea for tolerance, true democracy at home, 
facing of facts, admitting fears and meeting them, and allowing for elasticity to cope 


with each problem as it comes. A constructive book, thoroughly readable. $2.00 
October 19 
Raswan, Carl R. DRINKERS OF THE WIND Creative Age 


The author, a young German, went to Arabia twenty years ago. He followed to 
some extent in Lawrence's footsteps, though holding off from politics. This is his auto- 
biography, with the focus on his quest for fine horses around which his life work revolv-~ 
ed. From babyhood he had a passion for horses, and became a finished horseman in boy~ 
hood. As a student he travelled in Greece, then had a chance for a job in Cairo - and 
his interest in horses led him from Egypt to Africa to Arabia. Here he became blood 
brother of the Bedouins; he knew the desert intimately; his close companion was the 
fiery stallion, Ghazal. Desert raids - the discovery of desert horses in their prime - 
this comprises:the best part of the book. When he writes of the desert people, it is 
with understanding and sympathy; when he writes of the stallion, of the little mare, of 
the birth of their foal, it is as poetic and tender as Salten's Bambi, without the fan- 
tasy quality. A book for a carefully selected market — not for everyone. I111'd.$2.50 


October 20 
Platt, Rutherford THIS GREEN WORLD Dodd, Mead 
* A splendid book, which accomplishes what others have failed to do in pre- 


senting the plant kingdom to the layman. The author has a sensitive awareness of nat- 
ure, a deep appreciation of its beauties; but he writes without sentimentality, with 
color and originality and a minimum of technical terms. He talks of leaf buds of trees, 
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how they are formed, how they vary; he talks of trees in winter, of spring and the time 
table of nature, of the mechanisms that insure pollination. The book does not presup- 
pose knowledge - it does presuppose interest. Not a book for one-sitting consumption, 
but to read at leisure, to enjoy again and again. To be illustrated with photographs 
in color and black and white. For the market of Grass Root Jungles, Bird Flight, 


etce $3.75 
October 21 

Johnson, Melvin M., Jr. FOR PERMANENT VICTORY: Morrow 

& Haven, Charles T. The Case for an American Arsenal 


The American record for unpreparedness is 100 per cent unchallenged. Today's 
lesson is our costliest, since no longer is time allowed to catch up with the lag which 
our optimism and naturally peaceful attitude produced. The authors are convincing enough 
in their marshalling of facts:- necessity, in times of peace, to sustain permanent vic- 
tory through eternal vigilance, constant improvement and standardization of aims, mod- 
ification of tactic to meet changing conceptions of war, permanent manufacture of muni- 
tions by private industry on a small scale, and so on. The approach is technical - kind: 
of rifles, tanks, etc., which may limit the book's market to specialists. And yet the 


style is repetitive, deliberately over-simplified, and occasionally talking down. 
$2.50 


October 22 
Peattie, Roderick THE FRIENDLY MOUNTAINS: Green, White & the Adirondacks Vanguard 


Not to be classed with the other regional series, if this is an example, 
rather is it a collection of essays, most of which are too technical for general con- 
sumption. Possibly it will have a scientific market - perhaps a sporting interest, 
since it is obviously intended as a guide.to the serious explorer and mountain climb- 
er. The approach is that of the naturalist, not the historian. Geology, botany, wea- 
ther and climate - this would appeal to the scientist; wild life, mountain climbing, 
skiing are keyed to the amateur lover of the out of doors. Certainly not for the 
general public. Illustrated. : $3.50 


Sandburg, Carl STORM OVER THE LAND: A Profile of the Civil War Harcourt, Brace 


" Sandburg*s name and the fact, openly publicized, that this is material taken 
bodily from the four volume War Years, which the average man in the street is unlikely 
to read, as a whole, should insure a substantial market. This is a skillfully handled 
job of editing and condensation, woven together by some new material, some rewrite, and 
emerging as a perfectly integrated picture of the Civil War, with most of the political 
personal, and controversial material deleted. When one has read the complete work, thi 
seems a trifle emasculated. But such a criticism is captious, for after all, Sandburg 
might have written this "profile of the Civil War" as it stands, and made, in so doing, 
a real contribution to the history of that troubled period. The photographs were selec- 
ted for this volume, and the publishers have done an excellent piece of bookmaking.$3.50 
30 
October 238 


zuLoewenstein, Prince Hubertus ON BORROWED PEACE Doubleday, Doran 


On-record of one of the most foresighted and consistent German liberal re- 
publicans, who, though of aristocratic birth, refused to concede to autocracy in any 
form. Through a journal-autobiography, Loewenstein reports on the successive defeats 
of democracy, trom the fall of Austria to the Saar plebescite, the Barthou assassinations. 
the outbreak of world war. An exile, he served as minister without portfolio and prop- 
agandist to turn the tide, he traveled, lectured, saw famous people - in vain...Ade- 
quate, but it seems already out of date, a more than twice told tale. There is little 


that is new. $3.00 
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October 26 
Mann, Thomas ORDER OF THE DAY Knopf 
* Gerrany's first citizen is an exile, and it does not take many pages of 


this text to reveal the whys and wherefores. Since 1923, and before, he has been a 
dominant and fearless voice. His essay, The German Republic, first in this collection, 
has enough dynamite in it to cause him to be a marked man when Hitler came into power. 
Some of these essays deal with things of the mind and spirit; not with politics. But 
they too are warnings. Appeal to Reason is a direct attack on what National Socialism 
stands for. Some of the pieces have appeared, either in other volumes, as part of col- 
lections, or as individual small books (This Peace, This War, The Coming Victory of 
Democracy.) Essays, speeches, spanning twenty years of thought and action-this is a 


memorable collection. $2.75 
October 26 


Berchin, Michel THE RED ARMY Norton 


An objective, thorough, down-to-earth study of the Red Army by a Russian 
editor and correspondent, who succeeds in keeping himself non-partisan, even to being 
frankly critical. His picture of the Red Army is one which should give the United 
Nations courage and an example. He feels that Hitler knew the strength of the army, 
but counted on internal breakdown. He discusses the organization of the Red Army from 
the beginning; gives sketches of the members of the High Command, is openly critical 
of the Purge. He discusses Russia's foreign policy, and the all-embracing preparedness 
program, and the nationalistic spirit of the army itself. He gives a detailed account 
of border incidents in Siberia; he traces, campaign by campaign, the Finnish War, the 
German War. He describes anti-Blitz tactics, the policy of stubborn resistance and 
scorched earth. Good reading. $3.50 


Wagner, Ludwig HITLER: Man of Strife Norton 


A full-length biography of the man Hitler, from childhood to the Russian 
campaign. As the first thorough study since Heiden's biography in 1926, this should 
claim attention, even though the dogmatic statements sometimes seem to assume too much 
hearsay as fact. As a record, it is vigorous and perceptive. The author is an Austrian, 
and knows the background from which Hitler came. Through personal contacts with people, 
who had known him as a child, he reconstructs a realistic picture of his youth, uncover- 
ing some new facts. He follows in detail his struggles in Vienna as inmate of an as- 
ylum for the homeless; he gives a step by step record of his political climb to power, 
some of it already known, some a more personal psychological study. So personal a 
study is it, that of itself, it seems to throw doubt on the possibility of one man 
knowing so much that is generally unknown. $3.00 


Late October 


Ranshofen-Wertheimer, Egon VICTORY IS NOT ENOUGH: Norton 
The Strategy for a Lasting Peace 


The author, an Austrian one-time member of the League Secretariat and now a 
Professor of International Affairs at The American University, speaks out of a back- 
ground of a lifetime of study. He warns us that for a long time to come peace will be 
threatened by aggression, basing his assumptions on the causes of the failure of the 
peace, the impotence of democratic socialism, the debacle of the League of Nations, due 
primarily to its lack of force. He discusses the lesson of the fall of France; the 
German enigma; the social and economic - as well as political - disintegration of the 
conquered countries, and the terrific problem of reeducation that must be part of any 


peace plan. He says that Germany must be wholly conquered, occupied and ruled. He 


pleads for making a European Confederation made up of regional federations the aim 


of the peace; with world government a remote hope. Realistic-challenging. a a on 
3. 


reading, but revealing and rewarding reading. 
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October ?? 


Sassoon, Siegfried THE WEALD OF YOUTH Viking 


Sassoon writes autobiography no matter what his subject, so previous books 
provide background and foreground for this nostalgic looking back to youth, which is 
distinguished by his elusive charm and a will-o-the-wisp quality that somehow does not 
crystallize one's picture of the man or his work. As a memorial to a kind of life now 
gone forever from England, it has immediate value. It is a picture of the author as a 
youth in his middle twenties, of the county gentry, of sporting incidents, places 
visited, his first gropings in the world of literature, hopes, disappointments, fail- 
ures and successes; friends and associates; and the First World War as an "aut" from 
his problems. A gentle, whimsical portrait, with humorous, self-revelatory touches. 
Not important. Not important, but chatty, pleasant human interest bits about the 
Literary scene $2.75 

November 2 


Beston, Henry THE ST LAWRENCE Farrar & Rinehart 


be If the illustrations for this book are as beautiful as the text, it bids 
fair to be one of the loveliest of a fine series, and a book to own, particularly for 
one who is familiar with and loves the St Lawrence. The text is rambling, leisurely, 
copiously descriptive, covering the history from the era of the voyageurs to the round- 
ed development of French-Canada under English rule. The author uses his imagination to 
round out the picture, and fills his canvas with personalities. French-Canada today is 
shown through the record of a trip from Montreal to Quebec, in the telling of legends 
that have survived the years, in sharing personal experiences, in analyzing the relig- 
ious, political, social and artistic aspects of French Canada. The last section follows 
the river to the sea. Beston's love for the river has something in it almost mystical; 
he shares with the reader a living picture of the river. Ill'd by A Y Jackson. $2.50 


November 5 
Longstreet, Stephen THE LAST MAN COMES HOME Random House 


This, for my money, is plain sounding off, as the author of Last Man Around 
the World puts down in sloppy, often cheap, vernaculese, his impressions of America go- 
ing to war. It is a notebook of desultory conversations with farmer, stone mason, under- 
taker, Hollywood director, major, novelist et al. It is a collection of sights as he trav- 
els country-wide on foot, by small boat, freight train, bus. He comments on everything 
from Washington Market to refugees, summer theatre, outdoor life, air raids, a plane 
factory, a convoy, an army camp. It doesn't add up to much, other than one man's hap- 
penstance contacts, soliloquies, observations, A disappointment. $3.00 


November 9 
Helm, MacKinley ANGEL MO* AND HER SON, ROLAND HAYES Little, Brown 


This is actually an autobiography, as relayed by MacKinley Helm in flowing, 
easy reading style, marred by occasional use of pretentiously big words. On the whole, a 
sincere attempt to give a picture of the life and mind of a Negro who made good, of his 
struggles, his humiliations, as well as his successes. I+ is written without bitterness 
or envy, though occasionally he seems on the defensive, with a weakness for ironical 
situations. On the whole, a straightforward narrative, tracing his life from boyhood on 
a Georgia farm, schooling in Chattanooga (much of it self earned, and scattered), Fisk 
University, through his music; then his career as a singer, despite prejudice and criti- 
cism, reaching success and acclaim, The best part deals with the relations with his 
mother. A fine study of a gifted Negro in a white world; a book all musicians will 


enjoy. $2.75 
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November 10 








Caxton 





OLD MAN RIVER 





Hereford, Robert A. 


A perfectly delightful account of the life of Captain Louis Rosche, pioneer 
steamboatman from 1864, when he first started on the Mississippi as a boy of 12, to 
1937, when, at 85, he looked back over the changes in his life. The old captain died 
before his book was in print... He started as a stowaway, and learned quickly in order 
to survive. It was then that he was befriended by Snowball, Negro roustabout who was a 
lifelong friend. Through hard work, nerve, and good strong fists, he worked his way up, 
until in 1896 he became a shipowner. When she went down in a cyclone, he lost every- 
thing, and had to start over again. He became a contractor - and made a success of it. 
Old age finds him alone, his wife and all but two of his children dead, and the river 
life as he had known it lost to the railroads he hated. A book which should appeal 
widely as good Americana, as humorous dry philosophy and observation, as a different 


sort of escape reading. Jllustrated. $3.50 


November 11 


Mead, Margaret AND KEEP YOUR POWDER DRY Morrow 


A sharp, discerning and quite fascinating study of the character structure 
of America, what we are ourselves, what made us this way and what we have which will 
enable us to win the war and form the postwar world. I know of no other book which 
does quite this, and as she rightly says, an anthropologist has a very different way of 
looking at people and problems. First, an analysis of our psychological equipment, the 
role of parents, of class distinction, the dominating success motive, education, youth, 
our brand of aggressiveness. Secondly, a reconciliation of the American and war; our 
weaknesses, our too great dependence on authority, the need for control -— but a limited 
one; our assets, our flexibility, our practical skill, all valuable factors in the 
settling of tomorrow's world, a world which will assimilate the virtues of many cul- 
tures. She writes extremely well, making something which sounds atstract, theoretical, 


limited, of immediacy and interest to all. $2.50 
November 19 ¥ 
Aiken, Conrad BROWNSTONE ECLOGUES Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


City streets, scenes, characters, as the point de depart for a collection of 
new poems by one of the most distinctive poets of the generation preceeding the moderns, 
a poet whose poetry has meaning, both intellectual and spiritual. Highly individual, 
with a subtlety and effectiveness which has given Aiken critical recognition through 


the years. Still, by and large, for a discriminating market. $2.00 v 
November 30 
Zigrosser, Carl THE ARTIST IN AMERICA Knopf 


A series of essays and articles on 24 contemporary American artists in the 
field of graphic arts and printmakers. The list covers a wide range, some well-known, 
some in the making:- John Marin, Adolf Dehn, Wanda Gag, Rockwell Kent, Alfred Stieglitz, 
Thomas Hart Benton, Frederico Castellon are a few of them. Each section takes up one 
artist, and is a combination of biographical sketch, personality sketch and apprecia- 
tion of the contribution of that individual to the field of art. The author seems to 
have known his subjects personally; he writes intimately and with warm sympathy and ap- 
preciation; on the score of their artistic contribution he is more objectively critical. 
Even for the uninitiate, this makes good reading; stimulating and informative for those 
in the know. Fully illustrated, with portraits and reproductions of prints. The 
author is Curator of Prints, Philadelphia Museum of Art. $5.00 
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Open Season for Late Arrivals, Last Yinute Additions etc. 


Wulff, Lee SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY A. S. Barnes 


An excellent handbook for anyone past the Brownie 2A stage, who is inter- 
ested in taking sports pictures. It gives practical, down-to-earth advice, basic rules 
and anticipates pitfalls. Since the approach differs for various sports, he devotes a 
chapter to each of the important groups, hunting, fishing; skiing, skating, hiking, 
mountain climbing, riding; water sports; games. He avoids rules as rules, does and 
don'ts. He writes in chatty, informal style, but packs in the information. The book 
is illustrated with 62 splendid photographs, and he discusses each photograph and the 
technical details (film, light, speed, etc.). He points out how untidy backgrounds 
might have been avoided, how comparative relations of objects to each other have signi- 
ficance, the taking of sequence pictures to tell a story, and so on. Chapters are in- 
cluded on film and filters, equipment, developing, care of equipment. (9/28) $2.50 


Dempewolff, Richard FAMOUS OLD NEW ENGLAND MURDERS Stephen Daye 
And Some That Are Infamous 


Eight crimes of the not-so-good old days scrupulously and wittily retold 
with illustrations from contemporary journals. Original and provocative selection for 
the true crime connoisseur, in which the editor has avoided inclusion of the obvious 
(such as Lizzie Borden), and dug up unique and gory incidents. The bloodiest are the 
stories of Wagner, the methodical butcher who murdered a whole household of women; and 
Lydia, poison queen, who disposed of three husbands, six of her own children and two 
stepchildren. There are sex murders, intellectualized murders, even imaginary murders. 
Good. $2.50 


Whalon, Mark RURAL FREE DELIVERY Stephen Daye 


These recollections of a rural mailman somehow do not ring true. They have 
a Mr. Dooleyish tang to them, as though a literate intrepreneur had put words in the 
vernacular into the mouth of an R F D factotum of 40 years standing. Aside from this - 
to me - shortcoming of the book, the text has the homely philosophy and humor of a man 
who lives close to the open road, who knows people, and who has a sense of incident and 
character. But the book reads as a collection of topical essays, not a continued auto- 
biography. $1.75 


Goodwin, Elisabeth & Martin, M.-F. LIFE WITH BABY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This is a beguiling book, for anyone who likes small babies, for, praises 
be, it is a darling baby. (So often small baby pictures are not attractive.) But 
aside from the sentimental and aesthetic appeal, the book is of sound and practical 
value, for it is an instruction manual in photographs for the young mother, to be pro- 
duced at the moment when the trained nurse departs, leaving the inexperienced mother 
sure that she is going to kill her child in sheer ignorance. Bathing, dressing, feed- 
ing, sleeping - step by step, with introductory text giving basic equipment, and run- 
ning commentary. $2.00 


Kaltenborn, H. V. KALTENBORN EDITS THE WAR NEWS Dutton . 


What a lot of tangible information is packed into this slim volume, as 
Kaltenborn, experienced news commentator, does a little "information please" on his 
own, based on the questions (and answers) pulled from the box of his radio audience. 

He has made the sélection so that the questions cover a wide range of topics of general 
interest; and he has given his answers succinctly, clearly, so as to present a compos=- 
ite picture of what America wants to know — and the answers - about the war and world 
affairs. (9/21) $1.00 
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Yates, Raymond F. 2100 NEEDED INVENTIONS Wilfred Funk 


Don't fall for the temptation this title provokes of cynical remarks about 
priorities and converted industries. For the text proves the old adage:- If you make 
a better mousetrap than your neighbor, the world will beat a path to your door. Ray- 
mond Yates, speaking with the authority of years of experience, lists 2100 actual needs 
to which inventors could apply their efforts. Some of them relate directly to the 
demands of the active Inventors’ National Council. Invention marches on! (9/28)$2.00 


Jarrell, Randall BLOOD FOR A STRANGER Harcourt, Brace 


First volume of poems by a young American, in the vein and manner of his 
generation. Prose verse, terse, bitter, ironic, in commentary on today, on war and 
waste, the beaten peoples, the insecurity and dilemma of lost, scarred lives. Greater 
appeal to the mind than the ear. For the Auden, Spender market. (9/24) $2.00 


Faulkner, H. U. & Kepner, Tyler MERICA: Its History and People Harper 


Eight years ago the Faulkner and Kepner American History took its place in 
the educational world. It passed through several editions, and was accepted as a 
standard of today. Now, in a revised edition, it is issued in a form for the public 
that needs a sound, balanced, modern one volume American history. Thoroughly readable 


and usable. $3.50 
Hessel, M.S.; Murphy, W. J. STRATEGIC MATERIALS Hastings House 
& Hessel, F. A. in Hemisphere Defense 


Straight statistical presentation of the strategic or critical materials, 
their sources, uses, both civilian and military, the substitutes, the degree of short- 
age, the stock available. Rubber and tin lead the list; then steel, and its compon- 
ents, aluminum, platinum and allied metals; quinine, iodine, textiles, oil, chemicals, 
fats, and so on. Brief survey of what Latin America can provide. At the close, the 
importance of salvage is stressed. Illustrated with charts and diagrams. A timely 
book; uninspired. $2.50 


Lipp, S. & Besso, H. V. CONVERSACION Hastings House 


Spanish for the Army and Navy of the United States, this is a manual of in- 
struction, of more advanced work for students who have had some basic training in con- 
versational Spanish, of technical and general vocabulary, for the armed forces, of in- 
formation about the Latin American Republics. Not for the student studying alone, but 
rather for teacher guidance, as pronunciation, grammar, follow the Spanish texts, thus 
reversing former books’ practice. There are lists of regular and irregular verbs, 
correspondence and abbreviations, numerals, facts and figures about Latin-American life, 
the relative ranks in Armies and Navies of the USA and Latin American forces. Biblio- 
graphy of technical books and Spanish dictionaries dealing with aeronautics, aeronaut- 
ical and nautical vocabularies, general vocabularies in Spanish and English. $1.50 


Carroll, Wallace WE’RE IN THIS WITH RUSSIA Houghton, Mifflin 


In sharp contrast to John Scott's book, this is definitely keyed for popular 
consumption. The author is distinctly hopeful of Russia's ultimate victory, perhaps 
he is too confident and will give comfort to those willing to sit back and let Russia 
do it all. His book, based on a visit to Russia in 1941, takes the form of answers to 
the questions he is most frequently asked. He makes the confusion of diplomatic intri- 
gue which preceded Hitler's attack relatively simple; he sketches with sure hand the 
face of a country rapidly emancipated from serfdom, now wholly changed again by total 
ware One feels that he entered Russia as an impartial and dispassionate observer —- and 
made the most of his stay. His final chapters stress the joint responsibility of 
America and Russia for the peace, the necessity of strong action here to sustain a4 
balance, within and without. $2.00 
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Lawrence, David DIARY OF A WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT Kinsey 


David Lawrence has a nationwide following. More times than not he "calls 
the tune"; at other times he is lamentably wrong, and frequently lets a personal bias 
(against Labor, the Administration, etc.) color his comments. But to those who like 
his column, his word is the last word. For them, this book is a natural. For the rest 
of the public, I question whether there could be sufficient interest in the day by day 
thoughts of a Washington correspondent on happenings from May 1940 to May 1942. Thoughts 
pertaining to the USA in world affairs, often over critical, at other times construct- 
ive and challenging. Market? Your Democrats of the ultra-conservative old school. 

$2.75 


Baker, Amy Je MEDITERRANEAN ODYSSEY Liveright 


Most un-British in its exuberance and intimacy, this English woman's story 
of her last days on the Riviera after Dunkirk, and the hard trip back to England. She 
had lived in Monte Carlo for many years; had returned for a few months to England at 
the onset of war and then gone back during the "phony war" period. The fall of France 
brought its toll of sorrow, bewilderment, surprise. She followed instructions to na-. 
tionals to return to home territory on boats available for the purpose. These were 
colliers, ill-stocked, ill suited to passengers; it was a long trip, full of discom- 
fort, almost defeating her. She fills in her personal record with such items as the 
romance of an English girl and a Frenchman; the nabbing of an enemy agent, etc. Some- 
what limited appeal. $2.50 


Lewis, Alun RAIDER'S DAWN Macmillan 


First appearance of a young Welsh poet who with other war poets of this 
generation writes with realistic awareness, of death, of love in the shadow of death. 
Once again there is none of the pretty idealism of the poets of the first world war. 
Vitality, simplicity, rich imagery of the Welsh in these lyrics. They are not wholly 
poems of war years, but some are predated to include his earlier work - poems from the 
Chinese, poems of the Welsh country. (Importing 500 sheets) $1.50 


Winlock, H. E. EXCAVATIONS AT DEI™ EL BAHRI 1911-1931 Macmillan 


The audience for this will be limited almost solely to professionals con- 
cerned with some aspect of archeology, anthropology, or some art or science touching 
upon the importance of such modern "digs" as those at Thebes which have resulted in 
virtual reconstruction of 11th century BC crypts, tombs, temples. These are the papers 
which appeared in the Metropolitan Museum Bulletin. Through them one shares the ad- 
venture of rediscovering a civilization, personalities, ways of life. One gets some- 
thing of the methods and problems and occasional ~— very occasional — human interest 
bits. Stunning photographs. (9/22) $5.00 


Torres-—Rioseco, Arturo THE EPIC OF LATIN AMERICAN LITERATURE Oxford 


A difficult book to assess in a brief space, and with inadequate background 
on a subject in which this has helped make me feel reasonably conversant (and thereby, 
perhaps, proved at least one point in its favor). A survey, in one fairly compact 
volume, which covers the whole range of Latin American literature. The Colonial Period, 
deeply rooted in Spain, occupies only about one third of the space - chroniclers, poets, 
dramatists; intellectual liberty was slow in following upon political liberty. Then 
modernism, and with the post war period, the importance of women in the literary scene, 
the development of the gaucho literature, the emergence of Negro verse. One whole 
section concentrates on the novel; another on Brazilian literature. Excellent as 


introductory birdseye view; of necessity not profoundly critical. (9/24) $3.00 
fO7} 
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Corner, George W. THE HORMONES IN HUMAN REPRODUCTION Princeton 


The author presented this material as a course of lectures at Princeton. 
The introductory four or five chapters are easy, popular reading, and no doubt they 
cover the points made in books on biology or anatomy, that is, they explain how one- 
celled animals and plants reproduce themselves. The reminder of the book is pretty 
technical, when he starts in on the various hormones and what part they play in the 
process of reproduction. He traces, step-by-step, the various stages of pregnancy, both 
in animals and in humans, how the various hormones function at given times and so on. 
No doubt it is a sound work and should be of interest and help to medical students, 
nurses, doctors. But it does not seem to us to be popular enough in presentation to 
appeal to the layman. Illustrated by linecuts and half tones. (9/28) $2.75 


POPULAR WORLD. ATLAS Rand McNally 


Excellent. Good sized maps, clear and readable. Lots of factual informa- 
tion on cities and countries, size and population, imports and exports and wealth. Graphs 
and charts of interest. The arrangement is regional, rather than alphabetized, for ex- 
ample, the United States is broken down into New England, Northwest, etc., in natural 
geographic order. A gazeteer of the world, at the start, provides ready reference. Air- 
line distance maps give a modern touch. More space given to island empires - to Alaska - 
to the stage of war, than in average popular priced atlases. Gay colors. $1.00 


Waring, Janet EARLY AMERICAN WALL STENCILS Wm. Re Scott 


This is simply an announcement that Wm. R. Scott is reissuing a lower priced 
edition of the main part of what has become the authoritative work on Early American 
Stencils, the limited edition of which was long ago exhausted. Complete, in so far 
as the material dealing with wall stencils; furniture stencils and miscellaneous exper- 
imental data on stencils is omitted from this edition, but the beautiful plates, both 
in color and half tone, appear exactly as in the $15 edition. With growing interest in 
typical American crafts, this book should have a permanent place in libraries. $3.75 


Steinbeck, John THE MOON IS DOWN Viking 
Announcement of issue in book form of the play version. (9/25) $1.75 
Simon, Howard 500 YEARS OF ART AND ILLUSTRATION World Publ. Co. 


This is a lot for the money, and should prove g20d merchandise. In one large 
volume, the survey of 500 years of art as applied to illustration is brought together. 
The text is necessarily very brief, confined largely to captions, with occasionally 
single page biographical sketches, or notes on period developments. With the old mas— 
ters (Durer, Goya, William Morris, Beardsley) as background, the development comes up 
to today's illustrators, people like Wanda Gag and Henry Pitz. The value of a book of 
this kind is that it gives the uninitiate a birdseye view of an entire field, and should 
lead to more intelligent evaluation. To the initiate, it serves as a reminder, high- 
spotting successive types, and showing interrelationship of periods, countries and 
schools. It is not a substitute for more serious, scholarly studies, nor for fine 
art books. But it is a useful quicky. $2.98 


IMPORTANT 


Don't miss the special announcement sheet in this issue, which carries two items of 
interest - the details regarding the Christmas circulars, and the news that we are 
moving as of October first to 38 Bank Street. Look us up when you come to town! 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Appleton-Century 
Atherton, Gertrude 
Brett, Homer 
Close, Upton 
Thomas, Elizabeth F. 


Creative Age 
Lyttle, J. 


Dodd, Mead 
Wellard, Je H. 


Doubleday, Doran 
(J) Bourgeois, Florence 
(J) Davis, Lavinia 
(J) Pease, Howard 


Raddall, Thomas H. 
Ruckeyser, Muriel 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Bingham, Alfred M. 


Jones, Idwal 


Harper 
Childs, Marquis 
Green, Julian 


Knopf 
Coxe, George Harmon 


Gallico, Paul 
Haskell, H. J. 
Hangen & Chapman 


Lippincott 
Franck, H. A. 


Random House 
Adams, S. He. 
Winkler, John K. 


THE HORN OF LIFE - from September to 10/9 
BLUEPRINT FOR VICTORY - from Sept. to Oct. 
BEHIND THE FACE OF JAPAN - final date 10/16 
THE PARIS WE REMEMBER - from Aug. to 10/30 


TODAY THE SUN RISES - from 9/20 to 10/19 
SNAKE IN THE GRASS - from 9/20 to 9/9 


NATHAN'S DARK HOUSE —- from 10/9 to 10/23 
PLOW PENNY MYSTERY - from 9/25 to 10/9 
NIGHT BOAT - from 10/9 to 10/23 


HIS MAJESTY'S YANKEES - from 10/9 to 10/23 
WILLARD GIBBS - from 10/9 to 11/6 


THE TECHNIQUES OF DEMOCRACY - from 9/25 to 
10/21 


THE VINEYARD - from 10/22 to 10/12 


I WRITE FROM WASHINGTON — from 9/16 to 10/14 
MEMORIES OF HAPPY DAYS - from 9/2 to 11/2 


Change of title and date 

THE DEAD CAN'T HIDE - July to 

THE CHARRED WITNESS ~ 10/6 - report repeated 

GOLF IS A FRIENDLY GAME - 8/7 to 9/21 

THIS WAS CICERO - from 10/19 to 10/26 

VOYAGES TO VINLAND - from 10/6 to 10/26 
Price change — $3.50 


REDISCOVERING SOUTH AMERICA - 9/30 to 10/21 


THE HARVEY GIRLS - from 9/24 to 10/26 
TOBACCO TYCOON — from 10/6 to 10/19 
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